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PRESS STATEMENT BY THE PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN 
SUBJECT; DOCTORS' FEES f 4 / ^ / 7 3 
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The South Australian Government has ordered an immediate 
investigation by the South Australian Prices Commissioner into 
the recently announced new fee structure for doctors, the 
Premier, Mr, Dunstan said today. 
The S., A, Branch of the Australian Medical Association would 
be invited to assist in providing information for the report. . 
Mr„ Dunstan said that an interim report by the Prices Commissioner 
(Mr. Baker) had indicated that South Australian fees had in 
soma central cases suffered increases far in excess - in r a t i c -
of those in other States., 
He said that the Government was deeply concerned at the effect 
this would have on low-income earners needing health services. 
The interim report of the Prices Commissioner has indicated 
there fees for medical services have been raised to the level of 
charges in other States, even though it would appear that 
the determinate costs in South Australia are markedly less 
than in other places. 
The Government would normally insist that fee increases should 
not occur., even if justified, until proper adjustments in 
Medical Benefits to cover such increases had been duly arranged. 
!l1he Government has powers to impose price control on doctors' 
fees in South Australia, and would do so if the detailed 
report indicated that this was the proper course, to follow." 
,;The Government believes that the Medical costs imposed on the 
Community should be such that no person in the Community is 
deprived of proper m.edicai care." 
"The fact is, that all parts of the Medical services available 
to South Australians, .including the services provided by 
doctors, are a proper concern of the community as a whole, and 
should not be the exclusive preserve of any one section 
providing those services." 
Mr, Dunstan said that he expected Mr. Baker's report to be 
completed within four weeks. 
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He said that the powers of the Prices Commissioner to 
investigate price increases within South Australia were 
considerable, and would be fully used in the investigation, 
Mr. Dunstan said that the investigation would include an 
indication, if practicable, of the number of hours 
worked by doctors, and an indication of the level of their 
current incomes.- and expenses. 
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The South Australian Government has ordered an immediate 
investigation by the South Australian Prices Commissioner into 
the recently announced new "fee structure for doctors, the 
Premier, Mr. Dunstan said today. 
The S„A. Branch of the Australian Medical Association would 
be invited to assist in providing information for the report. 
Mr, Dunstan said that an interim report by the Prices Commissioner 
(Mr. Baker) had indicated that South Australian fees had in 
some central cases suffered increases far in excess - in ratic -
of those in other States,, 
He said that the Government was deeply concerned at the effect 
this would have on low-income earners needing health services. 
The interim report of the Prices Commissioner has indicated 
thct fees for medical services have been raised to the level of 
charges in ether States, even though it would appear that 
the determinate costs in South Australia are markedly less 
than in other places. 
The Government would normally insist that fee increases should 
not occur, even if justified, until proper adjustments in 
Medical Benefits to cover such increases had been duly arranged. 
"The Government has powers to impose price control on doctors' 
fees in South Australia, and would do so if the detailed 
report indicated that this was the proper course to follow." 
"The Government believes that the Medical costs imposed on the 
Community should be such that no person in the Community is 
deprived of proper medical care." 
"The fact is, that all parts of the Medical services available 
to South Australians, including the services provided by 
doctors, are a proper concern of the community as a whole, and 
should not be the exclusive preserve of any one section 
providing those services." 
Mr. Dunstan said that he expected Mr. Baker's report to be 
completed within four weeks. 
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He said that the powers of the Prices Commissioner to 
investigate price increases within South Australia were 
considerable, and would be fully used in the investigation 
Mr. Dunstan said that the investigation would include an 
indication, if practicable, of the number of hours 
worked by doctors, and an indication of the level of their 
current incomes- and expenses. 
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The South Australian Government has ordered an immediate 
investigation by the South Australian Prices Commissioner into 
the recently announced new fee structure for doctors, the 
Premier, Mr. Dunstan said today. 
The S.A. Branch of the Australian Medical Association would 
be invited to assist in providing .information for the report. 
Mr c Dunstan said that an interim report by the Prices Commissioner 
(Mr. Baker) had indicated that South Australian fees had in 
some central cases suffered increases far in.excess - in ratic -
of those in other States. 
He said that the Government was deeply concerned at the effect 
this would have on low-income earners needing health services. 
1 he interim report of the Prices Commissioner has indicated 
that fees far medical services have been raised to the level of 
charges in other States, even though it would appear that 
the determinate costs in South Australia are markedly less 
than in other places. 
The Government would normally insist that fee increases should 
not occur, 2ven if justified, until proper adjustments in 
Medical Benefits to cover such increases had been duly arranged. 
"The Government has powers to impose price control on doctors' 
fees in South Australia., and would do so if the detailed 
report indicated that this was the proper course to follow." 
"The Government believes that the Medical costs imposed on the . 
Community should be such that no person in the Community is 
deprived of proper m.edical care." 
"The fact is, that ail parts of the Medical services available 
to South Australians, including the services provided by 
doctors, are a proper concern of the community as a whole, and 
should not be the exclusive preserve of any one section 
providing those services." 
Mr. Dunstan said that he expected Mr. Baker's report to' be 
completed within four weeks. 
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He said that the powers of the Prices Commissioner to 
investigate price increases within South Australia were 
considerable, and would be fully used in the investigation, 
Mr. Dunstan said that the investigation would include an 
indication, if practicable, of the number of hours 
worked by doctors, and an indication of the level of their 
current incomes-, and expenses. 
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